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Objectives 
1 The Royal College of Music is one of the world’s leading conservatoires.  The RCM’s admissions processes are 

intended to identify students with the skills and potential to achieve the highest standards of musical and 
academic excellence, regardless of their background.  

Scope of this policy 
2 This policy applies to all programmes of study delivered by the Royal College of Music.  It draws on the 

Quality Assurance Agency’s UK Quality Code for Higher Education (Chapter B2: Recruitment, selection and 
admission to Higher Education) and the UUK-Guild HE Fair Admissions Code of Practice. 

3 
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Application process 

Application method 

Applications via UCAS  

6 Applications for the majority of programmes are submitted online via the UCAS Conservatoires application 
service.   

Direct applications 

7 Applications to the Doctoral Programme are submitted directly to the RCM, via an online form.  

Auditions and interviews 

Performance and composition programmes 

8 All applicants who apply by the “on time” equal consideration deadline are guaranteed an assessment 
(audition or portfolio/application assessment as applicable). 
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Audition/Interview panels 

14 
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• The number of modules for which credit on entry is given shall be determined by the Head of Programmes, 
in liaison with relevant members of the programme team. The grades to be given shall be determined by 
the Board of Examiners.   

• It may be determined that applicants with a particular qualification are to be admitted regularly with a 
standard amount of credit 

Visa requirements for international students 

28 In addition to the RCM’s entry requirements, international students requiring a Student visa to study in the UK 
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Hub.  In addition, successful applicants receive an offer e-mail directly from the RCM with further information 
about studying at the RCM and guidance on next steps.   

35 Applicants for courses with direct application to the RCM are notified of results and conditions directly via e-
mail.  

36 Applicants who audition during the main London audition period in November – December will receive 
decisions on places before Christmas.  Those who are awarded scholarships will be informed via email in a 
timely manner after receiving an offer of a place. 

37 



ROYAL COLLEGE OF MUSIC / ADMISSIONS POLICY  PAGE 7 / 10 

• POLAR 4 quintile 1 classification (indicating likelihood of young people to participate in higher 
education based on postcode – UK applicants only) 

• Flag indicating an ethnic background currently under-represented at the RCM 

• Care experienced status 

42 Where the decision on whether or not to offer a place to a student is borderline, the Committee may give 
favourable consideration to applicants with one or more of these indicators.  

Applicants with disabilities 

43 The RCM welcomes applications from those with disabilities.  It is the RCM’s policy to consider all applications 
solely on the grounds of practical skill and academic ability.   

44 The RCM will make reasonable adjustments for disabled applicants, to enable all applicants to compete on an 
equal basis. Applicants are invited to disclose a disability at any stage in the application process, although 
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62 Deferrals may exceptionally be permitted where there are extenuating circumstances, subject to the approval of 
the relevant Head of Faculty/Programme, and for a maximum of one academic year. Applicants for 
performance and composition courses are required to undertake a confirmatory audition, to ensure that their 
level of practical skill has been maintained during the deferral period.  In the event that their standard has 
fallen below the benchmark for entry, the applicant will be considered not to have met the entry requirements 
for the course.  

63 Any offer of a scholarship may not be deferred, but applicants may be re-considered for an award based on 
performance in the confirmatory audition.   

Feedback policy 
64 Requests for feedback should be submitted in writing to admissions@rcm.ac.uk within two months of notification 
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right to cancel this agreement at any time within 14 days of acceptance of their offer.  However, they waive 
the right to cancel if the RCM provides any of the stated services within the 14 day period. 

 

Author 
Admissions and International Manager 
Nicola Peacock 
January 2018 

Approved by 
Senate 
January 2018 (minor revisions November 2018) 
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